Distribution of the MCS4 RNA genes in mycoplasmas belonging to the Mycoplasma mycoides cluster.
MCS4 RNA is one of the small stable RNAs found in Mycoplasma capricolum subsp. capricolum type strain California kid. This RNA has a sequence similarity to that of eukaryotic U6 snRNA. There are two genes encoding MCS4 RNA, designated mcs4a and mcs4b, in the genome. Homologous sequences of these genes were not found in databases of other bacterial sequences. We searched for MCS4 RNA and its genes in other bacteria by PCR and hybridization techniques. The results strongly suggested that this RNA exists only in a limited species of mycoplasmas belonging to the Mycoplasma mycoides cluster.